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TEXT:  Isaiah 40:5-8 
THEME:  WE ANNOUNCE WHAT GOD ACCOMPLISHES 
 1.  God Speaks 
 2.  God Lasts 
 

“And the glory of the LORD will be revealed, and all mankind together will see 
it.  For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”  A voice says, “Cry out.”  And I 
said, “What shall I cry?”  “All men are like grass, and all their glory is like the 
flowers of the field.  The grass withers and the flowers fall, because the breath 
of the LORD blows on them.  Surely the people are grass.  The grass withers 
and the flowers fall, but the word of our God stands forever.” 
 
Dear Waiting and Watching Advent Christians: 
 

Every year at this time, people from around the world gather in Stockholm for the 
awarding of the Nobel Prize.  People who have achieved great accomplishments in 
different fields are given handsome awards recognizing their work.  Sometimes it 
takes a lifetime of effort to earn a prize.  Sometimes monumental efforts are not 
recognized as influential until decades after they take place.  But in every case there 
is a body of work, a notable success that is being honored and celebrated. 
 
What does this verse say will cause God’s glory to be honored and celebrated?  
What notable success has he accomplished?  What could be so great an 
achievement that all mankind would see it?  Simply  this:  God has spoken. 
 
When GOD SPEAKS, things happen.  When God speaks, he accomplishes 
something.  It’s been that way since the six days of creation, when God said, “Let  
there be,” and it was so. 
 
God also keeps his promises.  By the time Isaiah wrote, the people of God had 
already seen him fulfill promise after promise.  God had achieved a long track 
record.  King Solomon had announced it to the crowd at the dedication of the 
temple, saying, “Not one word has failed of all the good promises he gave” (1 
Kings 8:56). 
 
Twenty-seven hundred years after Isaiah lived, we can see that God has 
established an even longer track record of keeping his promises and accomplishing 
things through his Word.  We can see Jesus and how he was the fulfillment of so 
many prophecies and promises. 
 
Think of the night the shepherds saw the angels:  “The glory of the Lord shone 
around them” (Luke 2:9).  Or think of how the disciple John would later describe 
the time the disciples spent with Jesus:  “We have seen his glory, the glory of the 
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One and Only” (John 1:14).  Jesus himself said, “Did I not tell you that if you 
believed, you would see the glory of God?” (John 11:40). 
 
We are a part of revealing the glory of the Lord to all mankind.  We announce what 
God accomplishes.  As we talk about those things, his Word goes out.  The Lord is 
speaking through us.  And just as his powerful Word accomplished something in our 
hearts when he gave us repentance and salvation, his powerful Word will 
accomplish something in the hearts of other people when we speak it. 
 
GOD LASTS 
I want to tell you that I once thought of this verse while in a very disturbing place.  
About 35 years ago I was standing in the exact spot where Adolf Hitler had stood to 
address huge crowds at the former Nazi party rally grounds in Nuremberg, 
Germany.  This was a place where hundreds of thousands of people were enthralled 
by speeches and pageantry that proclaimed a thousand-year empire.  Of course, all 
of that boastful glory didn’t last.  Instead, a mere 60 years later, all that remained in 
that place was crumbling and cracked concrete overrun by weeds.  Seeing that, 
these words came powerfully to my mind:  “All men are like grass, and all their 
glory is like the flowers of the field.” 
 
You may not need to look at such relics of world history in order to see the truth of 
that statement.  You may be able to see it in the story of your own life.  Things you 
once relied on have proved fleeting.  Things you thought would last are lost. 
 
What does last?  What will stand the test of time?  What has endured through the 
rise and fall of empires?  What has been constant throughout your life?  What has 
never changed and will never change?  “The word of our God stands forever.” 
 
This message must be announced.  We must “Cry out” the message of the 
enduring Word of God because it is so easy to become distracted by other things.  
Things we can see so often seem more lasting.  Accept this Advent cry from Isaiah, 
then, as a reminder of what God accomplishes.  “The word of our God stands 
forever.” 
 
The city of Dresden, Germany, was devastated by firebombing in World War II.  The 
largest Lutheran church building in Germany had been in that city, but it too tumbled 
to the ground after the fire grew so hot that its stones exploded.  For decades, it sat 
as a huge pile of rubble, a few bare pillars left pointing to the sky.  In front of that 
heap of burned and blackened stones, however, stood a statue of Martin Luther, his 
hand firmly resting on a Bible.  That powerful image sent a message:  “The word of 
our God stands forever.”  It always has, and it always will.  Amen. 


